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BACKGROUND – SASK MUSIC COLLECTION
The Saskatchewan Music Collection 
is a:
 Regional music collection
 Strengths:
o Sound recordings
o Indigenous music, popular music, & 
music from local ensembles
o Sheet music
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SMC COLLECTION –YEARS OF PUBLICATION
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HISTORY OF THE SMC
1997 - Physical 
collection 
established
2010 -
Digitization of 
collection begins
2015 - Online 
access to the 
collection 
launched
2016 – Mapping 
tool developed
Buchel, O., & Sedig, K. (2014). Making sense of document collections with map-based visualisations: the role of interaction with 
representations. Information Research, 19(3), 29-55.
“Metadata representations cannot be grouped, 
merged, decomposed, or transformed in any 
other way, and once a collection is catalogued, 
it is treated as a monolith that is not to be 
subject to any changes.”
PROJECT GOALS
1. Increase visibility of a unique subset of items in the 
collection
2. Allow users to search in a way that is interactive and 
intuitive
3. Make the collection data accessible and reusable 
CRITERIA FOR INCLUSION
 Sound recordings 
 Large ensembles
 Choirs (children’s choirs, church choirs, community choirs, etc.)
 Bands (concert bands, wind bands, pipe bands, etc.)
 Orchestras (symphony orchestras, string orchestras, fiddle 
orchestras, etc.)
 Identified with a particular place (or places) in the province
WHY LARGE ENSEMBLES?
 Discrete subset of the larger 
collection
 Representative of Saskatchewan 
history and community 
development
 Easily identified with a particular 
place
 Wide relevance to the province
 Albums are often self-published 
and uniquely held in the U of S 
Library.
METHODOLOGY
 Create an interactive mapping tool 
 Plot sound recordings on the map according to the location of the 
ensemble
 Allow users to browse the map to find more information 
 Create links between the map and existing information systems 
(catalogue, digital collection)
DATA MANIPULATION
MICROSOFT EXCEL
OPENREFINE
MICROSOFT ACCESS
OPENREFINE (AGAIN)
CHOOSING THE SUBSET 
MAKING THE MAP
TESTING THE LOCATIONS
ARCGIS ONLINE
DEMO
 http://smc.usask.ca/
DATA MANAGEMENT
WHY A DATA MANAGEMENT PLAN?
DATA MANAGEMENT PLAN
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tHIVrnhQXkA0QB-s4NTWjgjXsEupwe6Yf_qBGZrgkBI/edit?usp=sharing
CHALLENGES
 Catalogue data requires manipulation to work for this type of 
project
 Resources are limited
 Systems need to be established to support presentation
FUTURE DIRECTIONS
 SMC – a growing collection
 What other collections can be 
presented as visualizations?
 Linked Open Data!
 More datasets! 
 Much visual, so data.
THANK YOU!
University Library Special Collections & Archives, University of Saskatchewan. Canadiana Pamphlets Collection. 70. Postcard 
Views of Early Saskatchewan, 7_70-248http://scaa.sk.ca/gallery/postcards/permalink/35419
